Summary &horbar; The accuracy and efficiency of pregnancy diagnoses in cattle by pregnancy serum protein (PSP60) radioimmunoassay, a progesterone radioimmunoassay or oestrus detection were compared. Blood 
In the search for a specific method for detecting pregnancy, it seemed interesting to assay proteins secreted by the placenta and detectable in maternal circulation, as has been performed for many years in humans using the hCG assay (Marshall et al, 1968 (Butler et al, 1982; Crock et al, 1988 (Humblot et al, 1988a) . Recently, Zoli et al (1991 ) have purified and characterized a bovine pregnancy-associated glycoprotein (bPAG). These authors performed pregnancy diagnoses in cows from 30 d post-conception onwards by detecting this placental-specific antigen in the serum (Zoli etal, 1992) .
A pregnancy serum protein, with a molecular weight of 60 kD (PSP60) has also been isolated and purified from bovine foetal cotyledons at 168 d of pregnancy (Camous et al, 1988) . The profile of secretion was described in a previous study (Mialon et al, 1993 (Xie et al, 1991) and PSPB (Lynch et al, 1992) , it was suggested that the proteins bPAG and PSP60 may correspond to various degrees of glycosylation of 1 of the 5 forms of PSPB. (Mialon et al, 1993 (Humblot et al, 1988a ) and the bPAG assay (Zoli et al, 1992) (Mialon et al, 1993) 
